
A series of fireside chats delving deeply into facts and futures of the forests of Lane County and the Pacific 
Northwest.

The forest is central to our regional identity, ecology, and economy. Competing public and private 
interests have driven growth, decline, and political division for decades. In a series of five discussions, Lane 
County Commissioner Rob Handy, public interest forester Roy Keene, and ArchitectureWeek editor-in-chief 
Kevin Matthews will explore the past, present, and future of our forests with a depth and openness rarely 
seen.

Who owns Lane County’s forests, and how have they changed over time? How does forest management, 
on both public and private land, benefit and impact Lane County residents? Can we sustain the forest, and all 
its many benefits?

First Mondays • 6:00-7:30pm — February 6, March 5, April 2, May 7, June 4
Cozmic Pizza, 199 W. 8th Ave. in Eugene
For more information: http://www.conversationsontheforest.org
Contact: Rob Handy rob@robhandy.com

Series Topics

Forest Facts • Forest Economics • Public Goods and Ecology • Rural Communities • Forest Futures

Facts about Lane County, Oregon

• Total Area = 3,022,080 acres 
(4,722 sq mi)
• Land = 2,913,920 acres (4,553 sq 
mi)
• Forest = 2,439,182 acres (3,811 
sq mi)  = about 80% of total land 
area
• Old Growth Forest = about. 
250,000 acres (390 sq mi) = about 
10% of total forest area
• Water = 107,520 acres (168 sq mi) 
= 3.55% of total area
• Official total population in 2010 = 
351,715
• Eugene & Springfield = 215,588 = 
61% of Lane County

Lane County Forest Ecology

The dominant forests of Lane County are variations of temperate rainforest, ranging from classic temperate 
rainforest on the west slope of the coast range, to seasonal temperate rainforest, also called Douglas Fir Forest, 
on the drier inland slopes.

These great conifer forests have been here for tens of millions of years. While human habitation modified the 
valley bottoms and some of the foothills in the last tens of thousands of years, and some forest areas were altered 
by large volcanic eruptions, at the time of European contact, the great majority of what we now know as Lane 
County forest lands were old growth forest, in an ongoing stable dynamic equilibrium that had continued for 
millions of years.
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Temperate Rainforest Indicator Species include 
Trees—Sitka Spruce, Western Hemlock, Western 
Redcedar, Douglas Fir, Shrubs—Vine maple, Devil’s-
club, Salmonberry, Ocean Spray, Other Plants—
Western Sword Fern, Twinflower, Vanilla Leaf, Trail 
Plant, Beadlily, plus mosses, clubmoss, liverwort, fungi, 
and lichens, Birds—Winter Wren, Townsend’s Warbler, 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Pileated Woodpecker, 
Mammals—Townsend’s Chipmunk, Yellow Pice 
Chipmunk, Douglas Squirrel, Reptiles—Northern 
Alligator Lizard, Amphibians—Pacific Treefrog

Douglas Fir Forest Indicator Species include Trees
—Douglas Fir, Western Hemlock, Bigleaf Maple, Shrubs—Salal, Oregon Grape, Devil’s-club, Other Plants—
Hooker’s Fairy Bell, Calypso Orchid, Twinflower, Bunchberry, plus mosses, clubmoss, liverwort, fungi, and lichens 
like Old Man’s Beard, Birds—Spotted Owl, Mammals—Red Tree Vole (Tree Phenacomys), Amphibians—Pacific 
Giant Salamander

Life of the Old Growth Forest 

A mature Lane County forest is an old-growth forest, which changes 
from places to place while staying constant as an overall ecological 
system. It has areas dark with trees, moss, and lichens, and light 
gaps, snags of various sizes and ages, decomposing and nurse logs, 
laid out with complex vertical and horizontal structuring.

Specifies that depend heavily on the continued existence of the old-
growth forests, according to Ecology of Western Forests (1993) and 
other sources, include Osprey, Bald Eagle, Northern Goshawk, 
Spotted Owl, Marbled Murrelet, Vaux’s Swift, Pileated Woodpecker, 
Pacific-Slope Flycatcher, Hammond’s Flycatcher, Brown Creeper, 
Townsend’s Warbler, Hermit Warbler, Red Crossbill, Pine Grosbeak, 
Long-eared Myotis, Hoary Bat, Silverhaired Bat, Douglas Squirrel, 
Northern Flying Squirrel, Red Tree Vole, California Redback Vole, 
Pacific Vole, Marten, Roosevelt Elk, Pacific Slender Salamander, 
Oregon Slender Salamander, Pacific Giant Salamander, the Tail 
Frog, plus regional salmon runs and species.

Until recently, the area of Lane County was rich with salmon runs 
and spawning streams intertwining with the ancient forest. Research 
has shown nutrients from the bodies of salmon in the tops of 
temperate forest trees, illustrating how the regional ecosystem is 
deeply connected.

Ecosystem Services are provided by functioning, intact ecosystems at no economic cost to human society. 
Ecological services the living forest provides us — valuable on local, regional, and global scales — include:

• Clean cool water at adapted flow rates
• Air filtration and dust suppression
• Erosion prevention and development of deep, rich soils
• Critical habitat for fish and wildlife
• Carbon sequestration on a vast scale
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